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forgiving, she could now be generous even to a
pathetic and touching degree ; but coming from
one who was unloved, and who had scarce shown
herself worthy of the sentiment, these were all
virtues thrown away, which could neither change
her husband's heart nor affect the inherent destiny
of their relation. From the outset, it was a mar-
riage that had no root in nature; and we find
him, ere long, lyrically regretting Highland Mary,
renewing correspondence with Clarinda in the
warmest language, on doubtful terms with Mrs.
Riddel, and on terms unfortunately beyond any
question with Anne Park.

Alas! this was not the only ill circumstance
in his future. He had been idle for some eighteen
months, superintending his new edition, hanging
on to settle with the publisher, travelling in the
Highlands with Willie Nichol, or philandering
with Mrs. M'Lehose; and in this period the
radical part of the man had suffered irremediable
hurt. He had lost his habits of industry, and
formed the habit of pleasure. Apologetical bio-
graphers assure us of the contrary ; but from the
first, he saw and recognised the danger for himself;
his mind, he writes, is " enervated to an alarming
degree" by idleness and dissipation; and again,
"my mind has been vitiated with idleness." It
never fairly recovered. To business he could